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system.    Its Absolute is thinking " as such,"
wherever   thought   may   exert   itself.    The .
notion that there are separate instances of
thought is  excluded,  because space,  time,
and number belong to the visionary world
posited by thought, not to the function of
thinking;   individuals are figments of con-
structive   fancy,   as   are   material   objects.
The stress of moral being is the same wher-
ever  it may  fall,  and there are  no finite
selves, or relations between thinkers;   also
no  infinite self,  because on  this  principle
the Absolute is  not  an  existent being,  a
psychological   monster,   but   a   station   or
office ;   its essence is a task.    Actual think-
ing is therefore never a part of the Absolute,
but always the Absolute itself.    Thinkers,
finite or infinite, would be existing persons
or masses of feelings ; such things are dreamt
of only.   Any system of existences, any truth
or matter of fact waiting to be recognised,
contradicts the transcendental insight and
stultifies it.    The all-inclusive mind is my
mind as I think, mind in its living function,
and beyond that philosophy cannot go.

Royce, however, while often reasoning on
this principle, was incapable of not going